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……15 Years and still rolling……. 

Open MIC is open for anyone.      

9:00: AM Pacific Thursday 800 504-8071 Code is 5556463 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT US 

CALL OR EMAIL 

ANTHONY OWEN 

888-74AGENT (24368) 

tony@annuityagentsalliance.com 

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

 

mailto:tony@annuityagentsalliance.com
http://www.annuityagentsalliance.com
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“Our brand can be your brand” 

Think Community 

 
 
We visited the Redwoods at Founder’s Grove near Ukiah CA. 
This tree fell in 1991, 371 feet tall, aged about 1800 years, weighed 
over 1,000,000 pounds.  When it fell, it registered on the 
eathquake Seismec Meter.  
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  Welcome to Open MIC! 
  ---------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you for joining us on Open MIC 
 

9:00: AM Pacific Thursday 800 504-8071 Code is 2554567#. 

 

  

Of Interest: 

 http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.t01.htm 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has released the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the 
month of October. It came in at 237.433 down from 238.031 in September resulting in a 

monthly deflation of -0.25% and an annual inflation rate of 1.66% which was 
exactly the same as September's annual rate but down slightly from August's 1.70% 
annual inflation rate. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

I can help:  

Need help on case prep?  Have questions about mutual funds, stocks, 

bonds?  Need help fact finding? I will help you put you case together. 

Call or email me.  360 701-6209……bbroich@msn.com 

http://stats.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.t01.htm
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=4u1Sk&m=JDRphyd1FlIu4L&b=PgAKr9WpsGQCkU1NB0Dx7w
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=4u1Sk&m=JDRphyd1FlIu4L&b=dGQFhtbQ1SqazrSIHzdKEQ
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=4u1Sk&m=JDRphyd1FlIu4L&b=2qX5Fk89E84zsI05kiJkWQ
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ABC (Always Be Closing) has now been replaced by 

ABM…(Always Be Marketing) 

We have a terrific guest today, he will enthuse you to sell more! 

Nothing embodies Chad Owen’s business attitude more than 

ABM! 

   

Not often do we have the opportunity in life to meet (and work) 

with a truly unique individual.  Chad devotes his time to his 

family, his church, his friends and his business.  He is massively 
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successful on all counts.  Chad has graciously agreed to share his 

thought, his goals and ambitions and his view of life. 

 

Thanks so much Chad! 
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Sales and Marketing Topic:   

US News is a very credible publication, we are moving more and 

more to mainline media.  I wonder, did I write this?  Terrific 

piece….BB 

 

 
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/abcs-annuities-142852206.html 

 

The ABCs of Annuities 

Do you anticipate living longer than average, like many Americans? You 
may want to consider annuities. 

 
Reviewing the basics of annuities can help you decide if this investment is right for your 
financial goals. 

By Joanne Cleaver Dec. 4, 2014 | 9:28 a.m. EST + More  

Annuities are the basic financial tool your financial advisor doesn’t want to 
talk about. 

That’s because annuities provide a bedrock income for 
retirement by shifting money out of the "I want this money to grow" part of your 

portfolio into the "I don’t want to outlive my money" part of your portfolio. An annuity 
is the flip side of life insurance, explains Kim O’Brien, president and CEO of the 
National Association for Fixed Annuities, an industry group based in the District of 
Columbia. “Life insurance protects your loved ones if you die too soon. Annuities protect 
you if you live too long,” O’Brien says. 

You set up an annuity with a large lump sum. The financial institution – typically an 
insurance company – guarantees you will receive a monthly income from the lump sum. 
You will have to decide if you want an annuity that delivers the same amount of income 
each month or income that varies with market returns. Another key decision is whether 
you get your lump sum back at some point. With traditional annuities, you don't. With 
some newfangled annuities, you do. 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/abcs-annuities-142852206.html
http://money.usnews.com/topics/author/joanne_cleaver
http://money.usnews.com/
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When you move a big chunk of money from a mutual fund or exchange-traded fund into 

an annuity, that’s less for your fee-based financial planner to 
manage. It trims the fees he or she earns, and that’s why your financial advisor may 

steer you away from a financial tool that guarantees you a lifelong income. 

Here’s an overview of the basic types of annuities, and why you may or may not want 
one. 

With a classic annuity, you are essentially buying a pension for yourself, says Dan 
Keady, senior director of financial planning for TIAA-CREF. You pay an upfront lump 
sum and start getting payments. 

With an immediate annuity, you pay the lump sum and start getting monthly payments 
right away. With a deferred annuity, you pay the lump sum but don’t start taking the 
monthly payments until a predetermined date. Typically, the date is tied to a particular 
age, Keady says. People often have an annuity kick in at age 75 or 80 to ensure 
additional income to cover rising living and medical expenses.   

“One way to think about how much to put into an annuity is to estimate your basic 
monthly living expenses in retirement. How much of that is covered by Social Security? 
How much do you still need to cover? Can you convert or buy annuities to cover what 
isn’t covered by Social Security?” Keady says. 

If you want the annuity to provide lifelong income for both yourself and your partner, be 
sure to buy a joint-survivor annuity. When one partner dies, the other partner continues 

to receive the monthly income. Fixed annuities deliver the same amount of 

income per month. Variable annuities guarantee a minimum amount per month, plus a 
potential additional amount, depending on how the market performs. Variable annuities 
are usually tied to commonly used market indexes, such as the Standard & Poor's 500 
index, financial advisors say.  

 Think of fixed rate annuities as deposits and not 
investments….BB 

Don’t think of annuities as a type of investment. They are a way to convert savings to 
guaranteed income, Guillemette says. Investments involve calculated risk. Annuities 
involve minimal risk. The whole point is that you know how much monthly income you 
can count on. Do consider buying an inflation-protected annuity, which increases the 
payments each year to keep up with the cost of living. 

Regulations regarding annuities might change as Congress seeks ways to ease 
pressure on the Social Security system, Guillemette says. For example, last 

http://money.usnews.com/funds/etfs
http://money.usnews.com/money/blogs/the-smarter-mutual-fund-investor/2014/11/21/should-you-choose-a-pension-buyout
http://money.usnews.com/money/blogs/the-smarter-mutual-fund-investor/2014/11/21/should-you-choose-a-pension-buyout
http://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/mutual-funds/slideshows/8-rules-for-investing-in-a-turbulent-stock-market
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summer the U.S. Treasury issued final rules on longevity 
annuities. Guillemette recommends keeping an eye on policy changes that tweak the 
rules about how much money you can put into and take out of annuities, in case 
politicians decide to add some tax incentives to make this traditional financial tool a bit 
more appealing. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.lifehealthpro.com/2014/12/02/advisors-claim-your-google-page? 

 

Have you claimed your page?....Here is how…..BB  

Advisors: Claim your Google+ page 

 

If you’ve used a mobile device or computer today, chances are you 
performed a Google search or two. And did you know that there is also a 
very good chance your business has its very own Google+ page and you 
just haven’t claimed it yet? 

http://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/mutual-funds/slideshows/14-legal-secrets-for-reducing-your-taxes
http://www.lifehealthpro.com/2014/12/02/advisors-claim-your-google-page
http://www.lifehealthpro.com/2011/08/07/google-will-it-live-up-to-the-hype
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You may wonder why you should bother to claim your Google+ page. 
Haven’t you already spent time creating awesome social-media profiles 
for LinkedIn and Twitter? Worrying about every last social-media platform 
may seem daunting, but in this age of SEO, web bots and tracked keywords, 
you need to control as many of your online profiles as you can. 

The first thing you need to do is find out if you have a Google+ page (and 
you probably do). Next, you need to claim it so that you can tell the world 
what you do. I suggest that you set aside a couple of hours to learn how 
Google+ works and to make sure your page is correct and up to date. It will 
be time well spent—your page may already be getting reviews and page 
views. Here’s how to make your Google+ page your own: target="_  

1.    Open up Google and type “Google+” into the search line along with 
your business name, city and state. Try any variations in your name, 
address and phone number. (It’s possible that more than one page has been 
created.) 
2.    Go to the address bar to learn what your URL is. It should look 
something like this: https://plus.google.com/1234567890 
3.    If your Google+ page already exists, sharpen up your brand by getting a 
custom URL that provides an easy-to-remember web address. 
4.    If your Google+ page does not already exist, visit Google+ Brands for a 
five-step guide to getting started. If you don’t already have a page created, 
you can easily create and verify one from scratch. (If you’ve previously used 
Google+ pages dashboard or Google Places for Business to manage your 
business information, you may already know that your accounts have been 
automatically upgraded to a Google My Business dashboard.) 

Now that you’ve claimed your page, learn how to use Google+ Local to help 
people find you. This is where the fun begins! Google+ Local lets you 
connect with customers and colleagues by putting them in your circles. 
Once you’re in their circles, they’ll be able to see your company updates, 
blog posts and photos. 

 If you need more help, contact Joe Rych at joe@annuity.com 

 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.lifehealthpro.com/2013/07/14/dont-let-social-media-make-you-lazy
http://www.lifehealthpro.com/2012/08/31/the-google-menagerie
https://plus.google.com/1234567890
https://plus.google.com/1234567890
mailto:joe@annuity.com
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Sneak Preview 
 

 

Let Annuity.com and Katrina work 

for you! 
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The two annuity.com seminars that you see on your page can be 
custom edited for you the agent and programmed into their Retire 
Village site. This will be custom video edits and voiceover 
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production work so their contact info and photo is IN THE 
VIDEO. 

Your name and your contact information on the video! 
Turnaround time is about a week. Plus we can add your photo at 
the end of our video! 

  

 Go to www.annuity.com and click the tab VIDEO to watch these 
videos.  Yours will be fully customized.  

 Here is an example of how they would look on your Retire Village 
site, imagine the marketing possibilities. 

http://ral.retirevillage.com/videos2 

 

Contact Joe Rych at Joe@annuity.com for more information and cost or 
Sherilyn Orr at sherilyn@infofuel.com  

  

  

 

 

 

http://www.annuity.com/
http://ral.retirevillage.com/videos2
mailto:Joe@annuity.com
mailto:sherilyn@infofuel.com
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Agent Share: 

Hello Partners, 
  

Great share from our top seller in Detroit Chuck Bartman at ground zero for 
pension plans.  
 
Unbelievable!!!  
 
Seems like a promise is never a promise anymore once Congress gets a hold of it.  
A pension is not the same as an annuity.  There is way more solvency risk in a 
pension in most cases.  Good timely article for your prospective clients that have 
pensions.  
 
In many cases your client can take a lump sum payment on their corporate or union 
pension and create a private pension through an annuity which is much more regulated 
and invested conservatively by the insurance industry.  
 
Thanks for the biz,  
 
Anthony R. Owen 
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This is incredible and from a mainline media source….BB 
 

 

 

 

Congress could soon allow pension plans to cut benefits 

for current retirees 

By Michael A. Fletcher December 3 at 9:38 PM  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ 

 

Congress could soon allow the benefits of current retirees to be cut as part of an 

agreement to address the fiscal distress confronting some of the nation’s 1,400 multi-

employer pension plans. 

Several unions and pension advocates opposing the move, which would be 

unprecedented, say that permitting financially strapped plans to cut retiree benefits 

would violate the central promise of traditional pensions: that they would provide a 

defined benefit for life. 

“This proposal would devastate retirees and their surviving spouses,” said Karen 

Friedman, executive vice president of the Pension Rights Center, a nonprofit group. 

“The proposal would also torpedo basic protections of the federal private pension 

law . . . that states that once benefits are earned, they can’t be cut back.” 

Several of the nation’s large multi-employer pension plans are on a course that would 

leave them insolvent within a decade. If that occurred, the federal insurance fund that 

protects the retirement benefits of more than 10 million Americans in multi-employer 

plans could collapse. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/michael-a-fletcher
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/federal-insurance-fund-for-millions-of-pensions-is-deteriorating-report-says/2014/11/17/ff8a8dda-6e86-11e4-8808-afaa1e3a33ef_story.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://blog.fiscalnote.com/2014/09/29/mark-cuban-jerry-yang-among-investors-in-potomac-wunderkinds-technology/&ei=qYqIVILIONPooATU44KgAg&bvm=bv.81456516,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHWNTDd0nXr23ZVV0OdVVjej946Sw&ust=1418320934043886
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In a proposal made more than a year ago, a coalition of plan trustees and unions said 

the only way to salvage the most distressed pension plans without a government bailout 

is to allow them to cut retirement benefits before they run out of money. The 

reductions would be voted on by the trustees of individual plans, as well as retirees, 

under proposals being negotiated by lawmakers. Advocates point out that the plan laid 

out by the coalition would leave pensioners in distressed plans with more than what 

they would receive from government pension insurance if their plans failed. 

“The plans that are headed for insolvency would have benefit cuts under existing law,” 

said Randy G. DeFrehn, executive director of the National Coordinating Committee on 

Multiemployer Plans. “At least this proposal would preserve benefits above existing 

law.” 

In recent weeks, negotiations over the proposal have heated up on Capitol Hill. Still, 

some key elements are unresolved, including a way to satisfy objections from United 

Parcel Service, which withdrew from one of the most distressed plans in 2007 but would 

be on the hook to make up for any pension cuts affecting its retirees. 

If those details can be ironed out, congressional aides said an agreement is possible 

before the current session of Congress ends this month. 

“Members are still discussing the details about a possible legislative solution to the 

multiemployer pension crisis and remain hopeful Congress will act before the end of the 

year,” said a bipartisan statement for the House Committee on Education and the 

Workforce. “Any decisions regarding how a possible solution might move through the 

legislative process will be made by leadership at the appropriate time.” 

Multi-employer plans are formed by businesses and unions that join forces to provide 

pension coverage for working-class Americans, from truck drivers to grocery store clerks 

and construction workers. 

 

 

http://webiva-downton.s3.amazonaws.com/71/59/b/39/1/Solutions_Not_Bailouts.pdf
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This is total nonsense, the real culprit is the bottom line, 

more profit for large stock owners is the cause, the rich 

get richer and the workers suffer, remember what a 

Private Equity firm did to The Hartford?....BB 

Their finances have suffered over the past decade in large part because of stock 

market plunges and a decline in employment and union membership, leaving the plans 

with a growing proportion of retirees to current workers. 

Employees covered by the plan are part of a diminishing share of private-sector workers 

who are still covered by pensions that pay them a fixed percentage of their pay for the 

rest of their lives. The idea of allowing cuts to benefits now being paid to retirees is 

supported by some unions, even as it is adamantly opposed by others. 

A close friend suffered because of this when United 

Airlines used the bankruptcy courts to accomplish the 

same thing, now they have come back and tried to buy 

out her pension with a lump sum, it lowers they pension 

reserves….BB 

 

“This is nothing less than a declaration of war by Congress on American 

retirees,” said R. Thomas Buffenbarger, international president of the International 

Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers. “Allowing cuts to existing retirees’ 

pensions is simply the wrong way to address the problems of a few troubled pension 

plans. . . . The long-standing promise of a secure pension system must not be overturned 

by unaccountable lawmakers in a lame-duck session of Congress.” 

Since 1974, the federal law governing the nation’s private-sector pensions has prohibited 

cuts to the benefits of workers who have already retired — a precedent that is now 

endangered. 

http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2012/12/art1full.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2012/12/art1full.pdf
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Opponents have accused Congress of negotiating the deal “behind closed doors.” 

Also, while the general proposal has been aired in legislative hearings, they say the 

specific legislation now being hammered out has not. 

“Retirees, most of whom are living on modest incomes, have few alternatives and no 

ability to plan for or absorb cuts in their benefits,” said Joyce Rogers, senior vice 

president of government affairs for AARP, the lobbying group for older Americans. 

“Before demanding reductions in the pension income of current retirees, Congress 

should first require the key stakeholders to take every possible action permitted under 

current law to restore their plans to solvency.” 

 

Congress needs to be help responsible for this, US 

Companies that made the promises need to pay up….BB 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jed Mayfield in Tucson has a share…thanks Jed….BB 

A Retirement Income Trifecta  

By William Jed Mayfield 

Retirement Income Specialist 

Mayfield Financial & Estate Protection Services, Inc. 

The Best Practices Used to Create Sustainable Streams of Retirement 

Income 

My parents and grandparents both taught me that making mistakes was part of life. 

Some mistakes are easier to recover from than others.  But when it comes to money and 

time, the closer you are to retirement the less time you have to recover from bad money 

moves.  My advice is to not take any chances you can’t afford.  As you near 

retirement, you’ll need to spend more time creating an investment approach that aligns 

each account to its specific goal for cash flow requirements during retirement.  The 
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worst times for your investment portfolio to take a hit are somewhere in the five years 

before and five years after you retire.  Some have called this the retirement red 

zone.  Lose money in this segment and it will greatly impact how you spend and 

withdraw money throughout your retirement years. 

Here’s a new retirement approach. It’s not about being rich, it’s about having the 

income needed to have peace of mind.  We may never tire of discussing lessons 

from The Great Recession, which hit two groups especially hard–teens who saw their 

parents lose a home or job, and boomers who saw their savings depleted precisely at the 

wrong moment in life.  So proper financial planning for retirement is crucial to your 

success.  Boomers need to learn that they are leaving the accumulation phase of their life 

and now will be focusing on asset protection, sustainable income and distribution of 

their assets over the next 30+ years. 

Many of my radio listeners in this category express an extreme insecurity regarding the 

reality of ever retiring and having a sufficient income stream during their retirement 

years.  So what can Worry-Free retirement income solutions offer you?  Our 

planning offers a retirement income trifecta.  First is a guaranteed sustainable way to 

maintain income in retirement.  Second are potentially higher income payments than 

you can achieve anywhere else. Third is a reduction of some of the market risk from your 

overall portfolio prior to and during the years of your retirement when you can’t afford 

to endure the consequences of a market downturn.  It may be true that money can’t buy 

you love, but it can buy happiness in retirement, as sufficient amounts of guaranteed 

income equals a happy retirement. 

Planning with certainty is the new strategy for retirement income.  For nearly two 

decades financial advisors subscribed to the notion that their clients could spend 4% to 

5% annually of their accumulated savings in retirement and not run out of money.  No 

more.  Between market volatility, low interest rates and an uncertain economy, advisors 

are questioning the traditional approaches to retirement income.  Of course what you 

consider an uncertain economic environment depends on who is reporting the news and 

what day it is.  But it doesn’t really matter if you’re properly planned. 

Simply put, today’s retirement portfolios demand a smarter balance of growth and 

safety to effectively achieve a stream of lifetime income. The good news is that the 

answers to the challenge are emerging in the form of improved strategies that promise 

to generate more income at less cost and with less market risk. Don’t be like Scarlet 

O’Hara who said “I can’t think of that right now.  If I do, I go crazy. I’ll think about it 

tomorrow.”  You need to think about it today. 

For further information or a free consultation, contact me: 

Wm. Jed Mayfield, President 
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Mayfield Financial & Estate Protection Services, Inc. 

 

Crew! Send me your shares and we will put them on Open MIC 

notes, that way we help each other in our Agent Community! 

 

2601 North Alder St | Tacoma, WA 98407 US 
 

 
The Short List:   

(Some links may require cut and paste) or simply “Click” on title of article. 
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Half Of Us Have Nothing Saved 
For Retirement 
Nov. 23–PROVIDENCE — Nancy Hardendorf is about to step into the great unknown 

for middle-class Americans: retirement. “I think everybody is afraid … you never think 

that there’s going to be enough [money],” said Hardendorf, an administrator at Johnson 

& Wales University. As many of her friends have retired over the last few years, 

Hardendorf […] The post Half Of Us Have Nothing Saved For Retirement 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/11/half-us-nothing-saved-retirement/) appeared 

first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 

 

Why FIA Producers See A Silver 
Lining In 3Q 
Third quarter sales of fixed index annuities may have dropped by nearly 8.6 percent 

from the previous quarter, but annuity producers are hardly singing the blues. That’s 

because fixed index annuity (FIA) sales were moving swiftly for many in the field. In 

fact, when compared to third quarter last year, FIA sales were up. The […] The post Why 

FIA Producers See A Silver Lining In 3Q (http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/fia-

producers-see-silver-lining-3q/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Wink CEO: Independent Organizations Marketing 
Annuities Getting Regulatory Cautions From Kansas, 
Iowa 

PLEASANT HILL, Iowa – Insurance regulators in Iowa and Kansas have turned their 

eye to organizations marketing insurance products/annuities, according to the chief 

executive officer of Wink Inc., a firm that tracks sales of indexed annuities. Both state’s 

regulators have drafted bulletins cautioning marketing organizations about marketing 

and advertising, Sheryl Moore, president and CEO of Wink and Moore […] The post 

Wink CEO: Independent Organizations Marketing Annuities Getting Regulatory 

Cautions From Kansas, Iowa (http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/wink-ceo-

independent-organizations-marketing-annuities-getting-regulatory-cautions-kansas-

iowa/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=ebf56401a8&e=f493ae5d28
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=ebf56401a8&e=f493ae5d28
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=df451d20af&e=f493ae5d28
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=df451d20af&e=f493ae5d28
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/fia-producers-see-silver-lining-3q/
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/fia-producers-see-silver-lining-3q/
http://www.looktowink.com/
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=ec8a1d5938&e=f493ae5d28
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=ec8a1d5938&e=f493ae5d28
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=ec8a1d5938&e=f493ae5d28
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/wink-ceo-independent-organizations-marketing-annuities-getting-regulatory-cautions-kansas-iowa/
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/wink-ceo-independent-organizations-marketing-annuities-getting-regulatory-cautions-kansas-iowa/
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/wink-ceo-independent-organizations-marketing-annuities-getting-regulatory-cautions-kansas-iowa/
http://www.looktowink.com/
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Q3 fixed indexed annuity sales report: The proof is in the 
pudding. BLOG 

More and more consumers are looking for the guarantees and income provided by fixed 

annuity products as part of their retirement strategy, and the proof is in the pudding. 

The growth of fixed indexed annuities (FIAs) continued in the third quarter of 2014. Our 

friend and industry thought leader Sheryl Moore’s report showed that third-quarter […] 

The post Q3 fixed indexed annuity sales report: The proof is in the pudding. BLOG 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/q3-fixed-indexed-annuity-sales-report-proof-

pudding-blog/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Americans Get Failing Grades In Retirement Knowledge 

In survey after survey, Americans have not scored well on retirement literacy tests. But a 

new survey of Americans ages 60 to 75 says 80% failed a retirement income literacy test. 

The results of the poll, released today by theAmerican College of Financial Services 

inBryn Mawr, Pa., are pretty dismal. The poll was conducted through […] The post 

Americans Get Failing Grades In Retirement Knowledge 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/americans-get-failing-grades-retirement-

knowledge/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Get it in writing: Proper documentation is key when it 
comes to annuity sales 

In October a law firm in Chicago representing a former client of a financial advisor ran 

an ad seeking to find other investors who may have lost money with this particular 

advisor as a result of “annuity switching.” The advisor is accused of improperly 

switching the former client from indexed annuities to variable annuities, causing […] 

The post Get it in writing: Proper documentation is key when it comes to annuity sales 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/get-writing-proper-documentation-key-comes-

annuity-sales/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Managed Volatility Is Key Focus For SEC 

WASHINGTON— Adding managed volatility overlays to funds that underlie variable 

annuities “may raise important disclosure, suitability and other concerns,” according to 

Norm Champ, director of the Security and Exchange Commission (SEC) Division of 

Investment Management. Champ made his remarks at the 32nd annual ALI CLE 2014 

Conference on Life Insurance Company Products in Washington. He […] The post 

http://looktowink.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=685253fd7b&e=f493ae5d28
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=685253fd7b&e=f493ae5d28
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/q3-fixed-indexed-annuity-sales-report-proof-pudding-blog/
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/q3-fixed-indexed-annuity-sales-report-proof-pudding-blog/
http://www.looktowink.com/
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http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=a773b94406&e=f493ae5d28
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=a773b94406&e=f493ae5d28
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/get-writing-proper-documentation-key-comes-annuity-sales/
http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/get-writing-proper-documentation-key-comes-annuity-sales/
http://www.looktowink.com/
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=c6ffb4e5f1&e=f493ae5d28
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Managed Volatility Is Key Focus For SEC 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/managed-volatility-key-focus-sec/) appeared 

first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

  

The top 10 annuity writers for Q3 2014 

Last week, we reported that total U.S. annuity sales reached $58.2 billion in the third 

quarter, falling two percent from the prior year. However, in the first nine months of 

2014, total U.S. annuity sales increased 6 percent, compared with 2013, to reach $ 

$177.7 billion. Now, LIMRA has released another report that explains which […] The 

post The top 10 annuity writers for Q3 2014 (http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/top-

10-annuity-writers-q3-2014/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Genworth Introduces New Fixed Index Annuity With 
Lifetime Income Rider 

RICHMOND, Va., Dec. 1, 2014 /PRNewswire/ — Genworth has introduced a new fixed 

index annuity with a lifetime income rider for consumers as young as 45 who want to 

start building retirement income that is protected from market losses and has the 

potential to grow before and after withdrawals begin. “With defined pension plans 

becoming […] The post Genworth Introduces New Fixed Index Annuity With Lifetime 

Income Rider (http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/genworth-introduces-new-fixed-

index-annuity-lifetime-income-rider/) appeared first on Wink 

(http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Storytelling Leads To Greater Selling 

With the holiday season upon us, there’s no better time to celebrate the power of 

storytelling and narrative. For financial and insurance advisors, stories provide one of 

the most effective means of selling the value of life insurance protection, with the power 

of narrative to reach an audience on simple and effective terms. Storytelling is […] The 

post Storytelling Leads To Greater Selling 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/storytelling-leads-greater-selling/) appeared 

first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Hall of fails: National Underwriter’s 2014 Rogue’s 
Gallery 

http://www.looktowink.com/
http://www.looktowink.com/
http://looktowink.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=feb0914ff4&e=f493ae5d28
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Who or what are those forces doing harm — either intentionally or unintentionally — to 

the life and health insurance industry? This year, we polled our readers and reviewed 

our own coverage to determine the top 10 culprits, which now make up the 2014 Rogue’s 

Gallery. From fraudsters to political pundits to government organizations, the […] The 

post Hall of fails: National Underwriter’s 2014 Rogue’s Gallery 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/hall-fails-national-underwriters-2014-rogues-

gallery/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Improving economy to fuel gains for life insurers 

Strong asset valuations, an expected gradual rise in interest rates and continuing 

economic gains will underpin a stable outlook for U.S. life insurers in 2015, according to 

new report from Moody’s Investors Service. A November brief from the credit rating 

agency forecasts that an improving macroeconomic environment will help fuel increases 

in the insurers’ revenues […] The post Improving economy to fuel gains for life insurers 

(http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/improving-economy-fuel-gains-life-insurers/) 

appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Millennials Are Overwhelmed By Retirement Saving 

For millennials, financial planning is easier in theory than it is in practice. That news 

may be hard to swallow for many young investors. But it’s also a signal that there’s a 

ready market for the financial advisors who can help them. In a new survey, 64 percent 

of millennials ages 18 to 35 said […] The post Millennials Are Overwhelmed By 

Retirement Saving (http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/millennials-overwhelmed-

retirement-saving/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

 
Is Anyone Up For ‘Continuous’ Underwriting? BLOG 

Here’s something you don’t hear about every day. It has to do with post-issue 

underwriting, and technology. Post-issue? That’s right. Celent surveyed insurers on 

whether they are interested in the concept of doing “continuous underwriting.” That 

would be underwriting after policy issue, in response to changes in a person’s condition 

or health or other underwriting […] The post Is Anyone Up For ‘Continuous’ 

Underwriting? BLOG (http://www.looktowink.com/2014/12/anyone-continuous-

underwriting-blog/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) .  
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Fiduciary rule among SEC’s 2015 priorities 

Among the top Dodd-Frank Act rulemakings that the Securities and Exchange 

Commission will focus on in fiscal 2015 are evaluating recommendations from a staff 

report to consider a uniform fiduciary standard for investment advisors and broker-

dealers as well as finding ways to harmonize rules for advisors and brokers, the agency 

said in its just-released financial […] The post Fiduciary rule among SEC’s 2015 

priorities (http://www.looktowink.com/2014/11/fiduciary-rule-among-secs-2015-

priorities/) appeared first on Wink (http://www.looktowink.com) . 

  

  

 

 

-------------------------------------------  
We Recommend: 
www.annuity.com/agenttools 
If you are not using this "Free" resource you are 
missing out....did I mention it is free? 
 
There is a ton of info here, it requires no password 
and it is up to date information. 
 

http://looktowink.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2b587be4b630a23a191187446&id=a6576d07b2&e=f493ae5d28
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 ---------------------------------- 
Disclaimer:   

My opinion and/or numerous sources complied by me are used in 

preparing Open MIC. 

I obtain information from many sources, print, internet, agent gossip and 
other media.  I always try and provide the original source or the link but my 
note taking habitually is lacking.   

Much of the content on Open MIC is written by me and is my personal 
opinion.  You should never consider that I am the world’s greatest authority 
or expert on anything.  Always consult professionals who are licensed to 
give correct advice regarding taxes and securities and other topics of great 
importance.   

I am an authority in lead generation and marketing annuities and am fully 
licensed as an insurance salesman. I sell state approved annuity products 
provided by licensed insurance companies. 

I am also NOT an economist by license, only by hobby.  If you decide to 
make decisions based on my particular view of the world, you should get it 
verified by licensed professionals or get your head examined. 
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Open MIC is and was created for the entertainment of our agents, family, 
friends, guests, industry spies and me.  Be careful with the information 
contained in Open MIC and always get advice from licensed professionals. 
You never know, sometimes I might make something up….so always verify! 

Also, the information used in Open MIC is free; I assert no copyright or 
literary rights. Copy away. 

Our competitors will copy Open MIC anyway so I might just as well give it 
away, saves so much mental anguish and sleepless nights. 

 

More Legal Stuff...  

Be responsible... we cannot know your individual situation, always do your 
own due diligence before responding to any offer or investing any money. 

I can't accept responsibility for the profitability or legality of any published 
articles or opinions published in Open MIC. Nothing in these Open MIC 
notes should be considered personalized advice. Although I may answer 
your general questions, I am not licensed under securities laws to address 
your particular situation. No communication by me to you should be 
deemed as personalized advice.  

And, although all of the articles have been selected for their content, 
however in the interests of balanced reporting we often publish articles we 
may not agree with, the publishing of such articles within Open MIC notes 
does NOT constitute a recommendation of the products or services 
mentioned or advertised within those articles. Boise State will play in the 
Fiesta Bowl and end 12-2…another fabulous year. 

Did you know that since 1932 Boise State is 405 wins and 210 losses….what 
a record! 

Did you know that since 2000, Boise State is 91-4 at home. 

We make no compensation for the publishing (or hosting) of Open MIC 
Notes.....in fact it costs us for the phone "call in" system...oh well... 

 

 



26 | O p e n  M I C  N o t e s  
 

 

All Say Boise 


